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RISING DAMP

Water can enter a building in many ways, invariat@lysing damage to the building’s structure and
decorations. One of the most common routes of entrging damp, whereby water from the ground is
drawn up into the pores of bricks, mortar and othaterials used to construct walls and floors. The
speed at which this process occurs depends on faetays, including the nature of the ground, type o
wall or floor construction and environmental comatis both inside and outside the building. In most
cases rising damp is fairly slow to develop and imayresent for several years before the appeacdnce
damp patches, blistered paint, stained and peelalipaper, or floor timbers rotted by fungal decay

highlight the problem.
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The objectives with any rising damp treatment are t

Prevent water from rising in walls above the leatelvhich the new damp-proof course is
installed

Deal with ancillary problems such as fungal detégcked wall cavities and plaster
contaminated

with hygroscopic (moisture-absorbing) salts cardgedn the ground water

Prevent lateral movement of water to the interaaéfof cellars and basements below
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level of the new damp-proof course
Provide a dry internal wall surface, suitable fecdration.
Treatments designed to meet these objectives reuernany and varied, and include:
Undercutting walls at an appropriate mortar joinéland inserting slate, bitumen or plastic
Installing an electro-osmotic system
Drilling and injecting the walls with an organiclgent based damp-proofing fluid.
These methods may be effective but may suffer faooess or odour problems.
Attempts at camouflaging include coating the wathva layer of metal foil, bitumen or sealer. lality,

this only serves to hide the dampness and itsteffather than curing the underlying cause.

New Treatments

Rentokil first developed a cost-effective chemiogction system in 1974, although the requirenfent
rigorous field testing prevented its complete idtrotion until 1980. The system was very effectiwat,
Rentokil's Research and Development Division cargthto refine and improve the damp-proofing fluid
and its method of application. The result is a sgatem which:

Uses the latest and best materials

Uses water as the solvent with the associated ieoéiow odour and low flammability

Takes into account health, safety and environmeatallations

Meets all of the stated objectives for an effectiaenp-proofing treatment.
Before treatment is carried out, a careful surgaydacessary to determine the following requirements

Joint or brick injection

Height at which the damp-proof course will be inget

Location of the injection points

Depth of the injection points

Angle of the injection points, which should nornydile horizontal

The quantity of fluid to be used.
These factors are important to ensure that the ganogf course is installed in the correct position
relation to floor and ground levels, and that thefpermeates sufficiently into the injected ait@areate

a continuous horizontal damp-proof course.
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JOINT INJECTION BRICK INJECTION
It is also important to rectify other faults, whiotay be allowing the walls to become damp. Thesg ma

include faulty rendering, leaking rainwater disgasastems, high ground levels and poor drainage.
Plaster which has become contaminated with saltsef which may be hygroscopic, must be removed,
while below the level of the damp-proof course éynlbe necessary to apply a specialised coatingrayst
to the walls and floors to prevent lateral movenadrground water into the area. This process isskno

as “tanking”.
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