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Number 4 HOUSE LONGHORN BEETLE

In the United Kingdom theélouse Longhorn BeetleHylotrupes bajulusis established mainly in a small
area of northwest Surrey, although it can be foiend much lesser extent in London. It can alsaupbcc
elsewhere in isolated instances, mainly as a restifie insects being transported in infested parkase
timbers.

Due to the localized, severe damage in Surrey,i@eB4 of the Building Regulations was produced to
ensure that all the roof timbers in the area aatéd with a suitable preservative. There is dcation
that this insect is spreading from the area, whigedocal high summer temperatures may be favoarabl
to its development.

The House Longhorn Beetleinfests seasoned or partly seasoned softwoodssuéilly damages only the
sapwood, but in severe cases the heartwood mayalattacked. Pine, spruce and fir timbers atddia
to infestation and attacks frequently begin in thef space of a house. Damage is often partigularl
severe in timbers around the chimney.

Life cycle

Like all wood-boring beetles, the house longhors foar distinct stages in its life cycle: egg, Brpupa,
and adult. It is during the long-liveldrval stage that the extensive internal damage to thedws
caused.
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lays eggs
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Egg

The adult female lays her eggs in cracks and aeevan the surface of the wood. Each egg is yetlowo
greyish-white, elliptical with rather pointed endsd hatches in two to three weeks.

Larva

The young, greyish-white, fleshy larva bores disect [Larva
into the sapwood. It makes oval tunnels and leavep
behind a characteristic bore-dust or frass comtgini
compact, cylindrical pellets. A large amount of dor
dust is produced and this is often responsibletlier
“blistered” appearance of the surface of the wadien
the damage is severe, almost all the sapwood i
converted to bore-dust and only a thin surface eese
left. It is unfortunate that house longhorn beetle
infestations seldom come to light before a greal dé
damage has been caused. When discovered, thd exten

)

of damage should always be surveyed by a suitably T f
qualified person, as some of the structural timivesay f' %
have to be replaced or reinforced. The larva neayl f = o2
for between three and eleven years within the wood,
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depending on the quality of wood and prevailing
environmental conditions, and when fully grown ninay
up to 35mm long.

Pupa

The mature larva bores near to the surface ofithker and changes into a creamy-white pupa, which
gradually turns light brown. All parts of the atlbketle can eventually be clearly seen in the puiah
takes about three weeks to develop.

Adult

The adult bites its way out of the timber throughoaal Exit holes
“flight” or “exit” hole, the longer diameter of wbh
varies from 3 to 7mm. The adult beetles are black
brown and vary in length from 8 to 25mm. The head
and body are covered with greyish hairs, but theee
two shiny black spots on the thorax which somewha
resemble eyes. The beetles fly in hot, sunny vezath
and through their flight can spread an infestafimm
one house to the next. The female lays her egg
between July and October and the life cycle beging
again.
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