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Number 3 WOOD-BORING WEEVILS

Thesewood-boring weevilsare relatively common in buildings suffering akdom woodrotting fungi.
They are particularly abundant in London and Easjli.

The four most important species &aophryum confine(New Zealand weevil)Euophryum rufun{no
common name)Pentarthrum hutton(no common name) andaulotrupodes aeneopiceiso common
name).

Damage by theswood boring insectsis almost invariably associated with damp and yiegawood,
particularly timber already rotted by the cellandus,Coniophora puteana Under these conditions, the
decayed timbers may be completely honeycombed feyilge Occasionally, infestations may spread to
sound timber adjacent to the rotted wood.

Life cycle

There are four distinct stages in the life cyclgg,darva, pupa and adult. Of these, bothldimea and the
adult damage wood. The larva bores extensively witinioérs; the adult causes surface damage.
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The Life Cycle of Wood-Boring Weevils
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Egg

In late summer, the adult female lays her eggslysimgspecially excavated holes. The egg is glpssy
white, flexible and flattened at one end. Undeaicconditions it hatches in 16 days and a larverges.

Larva

The young larva immediately burrows into the timber[arva
where it remains for six months to a year. Dutinig
period the larva tunnels extensively, feeding oe th
wood it excavates and leaving behind a fine bor-du
containing small, rounded faecal pellets. Thedaiw
creamy-white, curved into a “C” shape, legless and
wrinkled. When fully grown it is approximately 3mim
length.

Large scale Actual size

Pupa

The larva changes into a pupa as it prepares toniean adult. The pupa is white, approximately 4mm
long and lies immobile in a pupal chamber linedwiitngal strands for two to three weeks.

Adult

After pupation, the new adult breaks out of its gup [Exit holes . .
skin and bores a short tunnel, angled at 45° to th .
surface of the wood. It leaves an irregular “ftigbr _
“exit” hole in the wood about 1mm in diameteAdult Actual size

weevils vary in size from 2.5 to 5.0mm in lengtld ame
reddish-brown to black in colour. All specibave a |Adult
typical “weevil” appearance with a long snout - on
which the antennae are situated - a cylindricalylend
short legs. They do not fly, but walk quickly with
characteristic “rolling” gait. Adults live for ovea year
and frequently feed on wood, causing striationghan

surface. They mate in summer soon after emergag; &
female then lays her eggs in a suitable site aadifi ‘
cycle starts again. Large scale Actual size
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